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Ministers’ Report
1 October 2022 - 30 September 2023. 
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R E P O R T I N G  P E R I O D

An exciting reporting period of walking through change together 
as a community. 
What is new can sometimes make us nervous, however, we have 
positively embraced new ways to explore and share eternal truth.

I’d like to take the opportunity with my first Elim Life Church AGM 
report to thank you. 
To publicly recognise and acknowledge my appreciation and gratitude 
for our volunteers, staff team, leadership team, ministry leaders, and 
our whole community of believers. 
The encouragement, help, and support my family and I received was 
phenomenal throughout this reporting period and has continued with 
uncommon kindness and love. Thank you.
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Change is here to stay and, reflecting on expanding 
staffing roles, the creation of new departments, connection 
with the wider community, and watching creativity flourish 
is faith-stirring. Seeing an explosion of new ELC Kids, 
learning from new voices, sharing resources, praying with 
new-to-community-people for the first time, dedications, 
baptisms in water and Spirit, are all healthy examples of 
the Kingdom of God coming to North Birmingham.

Discipleship became, and will continue to be, our 
deliberate focus. Seeking to invest in people finding and 
following Jesus in the wilds of where we have been given 
to live and explore. 
‘Spaces’ created precious times to meet, eat, and pray 
with each other. The faith stories born in Spaces are so 
encouraging and will keep telling the story of God.

In a time of changing gathered moments, our digital 
evangelism became much more significant. Starting digital 
projects to facilitate discipleship and add to in-person 
opportunities is a place of pioneering we will continue 
to lead in. Our creative best to resource discipleship will 
remain a part of our call to whole-life worship.

How and when we gather in the days we live in will change 
but the need for Community Formation will never fade. We 
need each other. 

Moments of fasting have prepared us for feasting, being 
together to mourn and celebrate, building lives for the 
glory of God has been evident and important. 
Starting the calendar year with our intention to ‘Pray. 
Listen. Act.’ became a repeating and valuable idea. We 
looked to remain Centered on Jesus in our discipleship 
to share the gospel in a Contemporary Culture which 
continues to rapidly move. 

This report is a valuable snapshot of stories in a 
community committed to Jesus. You will read some 
of what God has done but certainly not all. There are 
moments where the voice of God is being heard, Jesus 
is made known, and the Holy Spirit is moving in our 
community every single day.

As we reflect on what God has done throughout this 
reporting period give God thanks and spend time with Him 
considering our future.
In the inevitable busyness, bright ideas, and learning 
opportunities, hold on to kindness and extend grace. 
The presence of God is unlike anything else, far beyond 
our programmes and noble activities. Look to a future 
shaping our lives together fixed on Jesus as we continue 
our creative best in Community Formation, Centred on 
Jesus, in Contemporary Culture.

community formation centred on jesus contemporary culture
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There’s a way to be ahead of a thing to do.

community formation centred on jesus contemporary culture
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Community Formation
How and when we gather will change but the 

need for Community Formation will never fade. 

We need each other. Community Formation 

means any and every opportunity to gather, in 

person and online, with each other as followers 

of Jesus making disciples. 

community formation centred on jesus contemporary culture



We  h a v e  a  g r e a t  t e a m  w h o  a r e 
w i l l i n g  t o  i n v e s t  t h e i r  t i m e ,  n o t 

j u s t  o n  a  S u n d a y  b u t  d u r i n g 
t h e  w e e k  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d 

b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s .
O u r  r e h e a r s a l  n i g h t s  h a v e 

c h a n g e d  i n  t h a t  w e  n o w  u s e 
t h e s e  t o  h a v e  t e a m  n i g h t s 

w h e r e  t h e  w h o l e  t e a m  m e e t 
t o g e t h e r  m o r e  r e g u l a r l y.

T h e s e  c o n s i s t  o f  e n c o u n t e r 
n i g h t s ,  v o c a l  s e s s i o n s , 

t r a i n i n g ,  n e w  p e o p l e  n i g h t s , 
g u e s t  n i g h t s ,  s o c i a l s .  We  h a v e 
h a d  s o m e  r e a l l y  s p e c i a l  t i m e s . 

We  d o  o u r  p r e p a r a t i o n  d u r i n g 
t h e  w e e k  a n d  t h e n  h a v e  a 

r e h e a r s a l  b e f o r e  t h e  m e e t i n g 
o n  a  S u n d a y.
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T h e  M u s i c  & 
P r o d u c t i o n  Te a m 
h a v e  r e c e n t l y  m e t  a s  a  t e a m  t o
r e - e v a l u a t e  t h e i r  c u l t u r e . 

T h i s  w a s  g r e a t  a s  w e  h a d  l o t s 
o f  i n p u t  f r o m  t h e  t e a m  a s  t o 
w h a t  w e  w a n t  t h e  t e a m  t o  b e 
w h i c h  i s  a  t e a m  t h a t  g r o w s , 
d e v e l o p s  a n d  s u p p o r t s  e a c h 
o t h e r,  a  t e a m  c e n t r e d  o n 
J e s u s ,  p u r s u i n g  e n c o u n t e r s 
a n d  p o i n t i n g  p e o p l e  t o  H i m , 
a n d  a  t e a m  t h a t  i s  o p e n  t o 
c h a n g e ,  e m b r a c i n g  e x c e l l e n c e 
a n d  e x p l o r i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 
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E L C  To d d l e r s
h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g r o w  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t w e l v e 
m o n t h s . 

I t  h a s  b e e n  g r e a t  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y  M o m s , 
D a d s  a n d  G r a n d p a r e n t s  c o m e  a l o n g  t o  o u r 
t o d d l e r  g r o u p  o f  a  T h u r s d a y.  We  r e g u l a r l y 
s e e  2 0 - 2 5  f a m i l i e s  e a c h  w e e k  a n d  t h i s 
c r e a t e s  a  g r e a t  b u z z  a b o u t  t h e  p l a c e . 
T h e  b e s t  w i n s  a r e  w h e n  w e  g e t  t o  c h a t  t o 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  r e a l l y  j u s t  s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h 
t h e m .
O n e  f i r s t  t i m e  m u m  h a s  h e r  o w n  a d d i t i o n a l 
m e d i c a l  n e e d s  a n d  s h e  c o m e s  t o  t o d d l e r s 
e v e r y  w e e k  a s  i t  a l l o w s  h e r  t o  f e e l 
s u p p o r t e d ,  c h a t  t h r o u g h  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s 
w i t h  o t h e r  p a r e n t s  a n d  s h e  s a i d  s h e  s i m p l y 
f e e l s  a t  p e a c e  w h e n  s h e  i s  h e r e .
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S o u p  &  R o l l s  S p a c e
i s  a  s p a c e  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  m e e t , 
e n g a g e  a n d  l e a r n  f ro m  o n e  a n o t h e r, 
f o r m i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s  a r o u n d  l u n c h . 

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g r o u p  a r e 
v e r y  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n 
b i b l e - b a s e d  d i s c u s s i o n s .  T h e s e 
d i s c u s s i o n s  a r e  g e n e r a t e d  b y 
t h e  g r o u p ;  m a y b e  s o m e o n e  h a s 
a  q u e r y  o r  g e n e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n 
o r  a  f a v o u r i t e  p a s s a g e 
t h a t  h a s  i m p a c t e d  t h e m .

W h e n  w e  d o  n o t  h a v e  a  s p e c i f i c 
t o p i c  t o  d i s c u s s  w e  t u r n  t o  t h e 
p r e v i o u s  S u n d a y ’s  m e s s a g e .
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S h a r p e n  M e n ’s  M i n i s t r y
m e e t  f o r  r e g u l a r  m e n ’s  b r e a k f a s t s  p r e t t y  m u c h
e v e r y  m o n t h . 

We ’ v e  h a d  s o m e  b r e a k f a s t  m e e t i n g s  i n  t h e  c h u r c h 
b u i l d i n g ,  d e l i v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  c a f é  o r  c o o k e d  b y 
o u r s e l v e s ,  h o w e v e r  i t  s e e m s  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  p o p u l a r 
b r o t h e r s  m e e t  a t  S u t t o n  P a r k  To b y.  T h e  v e n u e  i s 
s u i t a b l e  a s  w e  q u i t e  o f t e n  g e t  a  m e e t i n g  r o o m  t h a t 
m a k e s  i t  e a s y  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p  t o  p r a y, 
s h a r e  t e s t i m o n i e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  o n e  a n o t h e r.  I t ’s  a l s o 
a  g r e a t  s e t t i n g  t o  g o  f o r  a  w a l k  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  e a t i n g , 
t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  s e e m s  t o  n e e d  a  b i t 
m o r e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .

We  a l s o  h o l d  a  m o n t h l y  M e n ’s  S p a c e .  I t  i s  a  p l a c e  w h e r e 
m e n  c o m e  t o g e t h e r,  d i s c u s s  b i b l e  p a s s a g e s ,  s h a r e  l i f e 
e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  e a c h  o t h e r.  T h e  w o r d  o f  G o d 
a n d  t e s t i m o n i e s  a r e  r e g u l a r l y  s h a r e d .  T h e  m e n  p r a y i n g 
t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g s  i s  p o w e r f u l .  We  h a v e  e n j o y e d 
m e e t i n g  n e w  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  a n d  i t  s e e m s  e a s i e r  t o 
d o  t h i s  a t  t h e  “ S p a c e ”  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t  a  u s u a l  S u n d a y 
m e e t i n g s .
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ELC SNAPSHOT

S TA
T I S
T I C S

257 Adults

153 Children & Youth

Average age: 57
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34,332
Estimated volunteer hours this year:
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I n s p i r e  Wo m e n ’s  Te a m
I n s p i r e  Wo m e n ’s  Te a m :  P r a y  t h a t  w e  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w  i n 
o u r  g i f t s  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  s e r v e  t h e  w o m e n  i n  o u r  c h u r c h  a n d 
c o m m u n i t y.  We  w a n t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  G o d  a n d  s e r v e  w i t h  i m p a c t  a n d 
c r e a t i v i t y. 

T h e  G a r d e n  Te a m
T h e  G a r d e n  h a s  s e t  a  n e w  b a r  i n  g i v i n g  o u r  c r e a t i v e  b e s t .  We 
w a n t  t o  n o t  s i t  b a c k  a n d  l e a n  o n  s t u f f  w e ’ v e  d o n e  b e f o r e  b u t 
p u s h  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  f i n d  n e w  w a y s  o f  t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  o f  J e s u s . 
T h e r e ’s  a  n e w  e x c i t e m e n t  i n  b r i n g i n g  a  f r e s h  t h i n k i n g  t o  w h a t  w e 
d o  i n  c o m m u n i t y,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  i s  c e n t r e d  o n  J e s u s  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y 
c u l t u r e . 

G O I N G  F O R W A R D S
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Centred On Jesus
There’s a lot we could do.

There’s a few things we’ll try to do.

There’s one thing we must do...

 make disciples.

As a community we are fuelled by The Great 

Commission we are aware that we exist as a 

community to find and follow Jesus. 

community formation centred on jesus contemporary culture
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T h i s  y e a r  w e  h a v e  s t a r t e d  a  p o d c a s t 

c a l l e d  ‘ A r o u n d  t h e  F i r e ’ .
 
A  p l a c e  f o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t o  n u r t u r e  h e a r t s 
a n d  b u i l d  l i v e s  f o l l o w i n g  J e s u s ,  t h i n k i n g 
m o r e  d e e p l y  a b o u t  b i g  i d e a s  a n d  h o w  t o 
a p p l y  t h e m !  We  l o v e  t o  d i g  d e e p e r  i n t o 
w h a t  G o d  i s  s a y i n g  a n d  d o i n g  a n d  o u r 
S u n d a y  g a t h e r e d  s p a c e s  d o n ’ t  g i v e  u s  t h e 
t i m e . 
S a r a h  W  a n d  P a s t o r  J o n n y,  w i t h 
A n d y ’s  s k i l l e d  h e l p ,  r e c o r d  e p i s o d e s  o f 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  t h e m e s  w e  a r e 
e x p l o r i n g  a s  a  c o m m u n i t y.  I m a g i n e  y o u  a r e 
s a t  a r o u n d  t h e  f i r e ,  i t ’s  l a t e  o n  a  s u m m e r ’s 
e v e n i n g  a n d  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  g e t s  d e e p e r. 
H o w  a r e  w e  f o l l o w i n g  J e s u s ?  W h a t  i s  t h e 
S p i r i t  s a y i n g ?  H o w  c a n  w e  b u i l d  c o m m u n i t y 
t o g e t h e r ?

Podcasts are a growing area that help us communicate and 
engage with people beyond our gathered spaces. We want this to 
be an ongoing resource to help us as we find and follow Jesus in 
the wild. Please give it a go and we’d love to engage with any of 
your feedback, questions or ideas, so email us at:

podcast@elimlifechurch.co.uk or DM us on any 
of our socials.

community formation centred on jesus contemporary culture



O v e r  t h e  s u m m e r  w e  h a v e  a d d e d  4  p e o p l e  t o  o u r  t e a m ,  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  a m a z i n g ,  s u c h  a 
w i n .  O n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  a r e  d o i n g  a s  w e  b u i l d  t e a m  t o g e t h e r  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  c e n t r e 
o u r s e l v e s  o n  J e s u s  i s  t a k i n g  t i m e  t o  h a v e  c o f f e e ,  o r  h o t  c h o c o l a t e ,  a n d  c h a t  t o g e t h e r.
I t ’s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c h a t  a n d  j u s t  b e  t o g e t h e r  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  f a i t h  a n d  w h a t  G o d  h a s  d o n e  t h i s 
w e e k  i n  o u r  l i v e s . 

community formation centred on jesus contemporary culture

T h e  E L C  K i d s  Te a m  h a v e  s e e n  a  c h a n g e  i n  L e a d e r s h i p  t h i s  y e a r.

J i l l  a n d  D a w n  h a v e  s e r v e d  s o  f a i t h f u l l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s -  t h a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h  f o r  a l l  t h a t  y o u 
h a v e  b o t h  d o n e . 
O v e r  t h e  l a s t  1 2  m o n t h s  w e  h a v e  c h a n g e d  o u r  p r o g r a m m e  f r o m  t h e m e  b a s e d  t o  s t o r y  b a s e d - 
l o o k i n g  a t  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  s t o r i e s  f r o m  t h e  B i b l e .  T h e  k i d s  a n d  l e a d e r s  h a v e  l o v e d  i t .  We  h a v e 
h a d  s o m e  g r e a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a b o u t  h o w  w e  k e e p  J e s u s  i n  o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  a l s o  l e a r n e d  t h a t 
t h e r e  a r e  t w o  J o s e p h s  i n  t h e  B i b l e ! 
G e m m a  a n d  M a r k  E v a n s  h a v e  t a k e n  o n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  E L C  K i d s  a n d  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  s e e  a l l 
t h a t  G o d  w i l l  d o  i n  t h e  t e a m  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n .
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T h e  C h a p e l  r e - o p e n e d  t h i s  y e a r.

We  r e n e w e d  T h e  C h a p e l  t h i s  y e a r  a n d  r e - o p e n e d  i t  f o r  a n y o n e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  t o  u s e  –  2 4 - 7 .
Yo u  c a n  s i g n  u p  o n l i n e  o r  b y  c a l l i n g  t h e  c h u r c h  o f f i c e .
A t  t i m e s  t h e r e  a r e  d e d i c a t e d  c a l l s  t o  c o l l e c t i v e  p r a y e r,  w h e r e  w e  a i m  t o  c o v e r  c o n s e c u t i v e  h o u r s 
i n  p r a y e r.  I n  t h i s  s p a c e  t h e r e  a r e  i d e a s  t o  h e l p  u s  p r a y  a n d  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  t h e m e s  t h a t  G o d  h a s 
b e e n  s p e a k i n g  t o  u s  a b o u t  a s  a  c o m m u n i t y ;  w h e t h e r  t h a t ’s  T h r e e  M i n u t e s  t o  P r a y,  L i s t e n ,  A c t  o r  a 
r e f l e c t i o n  o n  P e t e r ’s  l i f e  a n d  d i s c i p l e s h i p  f r o m  S u m m e r  i n  t h e  C i t y  t o  p r a y i n g  f o r  o u r  s t r e e t s  a s  a 
f o l l o w  o n  f r o m  T h e  G a r d e n  a t  E a s t e r

J u s t  w a n t e d  t o  s a y  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  p r a y e r  r o o m  a n d  t o  a l l  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  s e t t i n g  i t  u p . 
T h e  m i n u t e  I  w a l k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  d o o r  t h e  s m e l l ,  t h e  p e a c e  t h e  g e n t l e  m u s i c  I  c o u l d  h a v e 
c r i e d .  T h e  t i m e  t o  h a v e  i n  t h e  q u i e t  a n d  j u s t  b e  w i t h  G o d  w a s  t h e  b e s t  -  Ve r e n a
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E l e v a t e  Yo u t h
a r e  o u r  1 1 - 1 8 s  h e r e  a t  E L C .

A  h i g h l i g h t  t h i s  y e a r  w o u l d  h a v e  t o 
b e  s e e i n g  a  g r o w t h  i n  o u r  y o u n g 
p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i r  w o r s h i p .
I t ’s  o n e  t h i n g  a t  e v e n t s  o r  c a m p s 
s e e i n g  t h e m  w o r s h i p ,  b u t  m o m e n t s 
i n  t h e i r  n o r m a l i t y  o f  e v e r y d a y  a n d  o n 
a  S u n d a y  s e e i n g  t h e m  w o r s h i p ,  j u s t 
t h e m  a n d  G o d ,
i s  s o  p r e c i o u s .
W h i l s t  s t a n d i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  f r i e n d s , 
s e e i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e m  n o t  b o t h e r e d 
w h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  t h e  l e f t  o r  r i g h t 
m a y  t h i n k ,  b u t  w a n t i n g  t o  j u s t 
c o n n e c t  w i t h  G o d  i s  e v e r y t h i n g ! 

E l e v a t e  D E E P E R  –  i s  a  t i m e  s e t 
a s i d e  f r o m  t h e  n o r m a l  y o u t h 
p r o g r a m m e  t o  w o r s h i p  a n d  e n c o u n t e r 
G o d  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  w a y.  Yo u n g 
p e o p l e  g o t  t o  e x p l o r e  s u n g  w o r s h i p , 
r e f l e c t i v e  w o r s h i p ,  s c r i p t u r a l 
w o r s h i p ,  a r t i s t i c  w o r s h i p  a n d  s o  o n .

17
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A  H U G E  t h a n k s  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  g a v e  f i n a n c i a l l y 
o r  p r a y e r f u l l y  t o  o u r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  s u p p o r t 
t h e m  g o i n g  a w a y  t o  L i m i t l e s s  F e s t i v a l !  S o o n  y o u 
w i l l  b e  a b l e
t o  s e e  o u r  h i g h l i g h t s  v i d e o  o f  a l l  t h e y  g o t  u p  t o !
Yo u r  i n v e s t m e n t  w a s  S O  W O R T H  I T ! “
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ELEVATE YOUTH • ELS KIDS • 
ELC TODDLERS

S TA
T I S
T I C S

69 Under 18s in September 2022

153 Under 18s in September 2023

134 Individual under 18s we see 
each month

19

15,400
Estimated minimum volunteer hours
per year:
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L e a d e r s h i p  D e v e l o p m e n t
A  s m a l l  c o h o r t  w i l l  b e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  s o m e  5 Q  t r a i n i n g  t o  e x p l o r e 
t h e  f i v e - f o l d  m i n i s t r y  g i f t .  T h e  a i m  i s  t o  c r e a t e  a  b e s p o k e  t r a i n i n g 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  g r o w  i n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  g i f t i n g 
a n d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g r o w  i n  i t .

P r a y e r
S o m e  i d e a s  i n c l u d e ,  d e v e l o p i n g  a  t e a m  o f  p e o p l e  t o  o f f e r  p a s t o r a l 
p r a y e r  d u r i n g  o u r  g a t h e r e d  t i m e s ;  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  e q u i p ,  r e s o u r c e 
a n d  c h a m p i o n  p r a y e r  a s  a  f o r m a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d 
t o g e t h e r ;  m a k i n g  m o r e  u s e  o f  T h e  C h a p e l  a s  a  s p a c e  t o  p r a y ; 
f i n d i n g  c r e a t i v e  a n d  h e l p f u l  w a y s  t o  e m b e d  p r a y e r  i n t o  o u r  l i f e  o f 
f a i t h .

G O I N G  F O R W A R D S
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Contemporary Culture
We love our heritage and our history and believe 

we inherit habits of sharing the Gospel in ways 

that belong to the days that we live in. These 

are reflected in the spaces and places used to 

serve a Contemporary Culture which continues 

to rapidly move.

community formation centred on jesus contemporary culture
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M i n u t e  W i t h  M a x w a s  b o r n  d u r i n g  t h e  ‘ A c t s  o f  F a i t h ’  s e r i e s ,  w i t h  t h e 
s i m p l e  c o n c e p t  o f  M a x  a s k i n g  p e o p l e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  w e e k ’s  t o p i c . 
M a x  i s  o n e  o f  o u r  y o u t h  h e r e  a t  E L C ,  a n d  o n  a  t r i p  t o  L i m i t l e s s  F e s t i v a l  s a w 
w h a t  w e  c a l l  ‘ r u n  &  g u n ’  s t y l e  i n t e r v i e w s  h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  y o u t h  a c r o s s  t h e 
c a m p .  H e  t h o u g h t  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  a  f a b  c o n c e p t  t o  b r i n g  t o  c h u r c h  b u t  n e v e r 
e x p e c t e d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  b e  t h e  o n e  g i v i n g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s .
 
T h e r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  m a n y  s t o r i e s  a n d  b l o o p e r s  o v e r  t h e  w e e k s  w e ’ v e  b e e n 
d o i n g  M W M ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  e v e r y  w e e k  h a s  b e e n  a  h i - l i g h t .  H e a r i n g  f r o m  s o 
m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e .  T h e i r  f a v o u r i t e  i c e - c r e a m ,  t h e i r  f a v o u r i t e  t h i n g  t o  d o 
i n  t h e  h o l i d a y s ,  r i g h t  t o  s h a r i n g  J e s u s  a t  w o r k .  S o  m a n y  f u n  a n d  d i v e r s e  a n d 
i n t e r e s t i n g  a n s w e r s . ”



F o o d b a n k  &  Wa r m  S p a c e
O v e r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  w e  h a v e  s e e n  p e a k s  a n d  t r o u g h s  i n  t h e 
n u m b e r  o f  r e f e r r a l s  o r  p e o p l e  a s k i n g  f o r  h e l p  e . g .  7 7  i n  N o v e m b e r 
2 0 2 2  a n d  4 2  i n  M a y  2 0 2 3 .  T h e  b i g g e s t  i s s u e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  r i s e  i n 
t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g .
G o v e r n m e n t  p a y m e n t s  h a v e  h e l p e d  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n 
r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  n u m b e r s  s e e k i n g  h e l p  f r o m  f o o d  b a n k .  W i t h  j u s t 
o n e  w e e k  l e f t ,  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  f e d  1 7 9 4  p e o p l e  w h i c h  i s  a l m o s t 
b a c k  u p  t o  t h e  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  t o t a l  o f  1 8 1 9 .

O u r  c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t  a t  Wa r r e n  R o a d  h a s  m a d e  i t  e a s i e r  f o r 
p e o p l e  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  f o o d  b a n k .  T h e  f o o d  b a n k  i s  t h e r e  t o  s e r v e 
t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  l i v e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  i n  a  p r a c t i c a l  w a y. 
T h e  m a i n  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  Wa r m  We l c o m e  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s a f e 
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  l o n e l y  o r  i s o l a t e d  p e o p l e  t o  c o m e  a n d  m e e t 
o t h e r s .  T h e  t w o  f u n c t i o n s  c o m p l e m e n t  o n e  a n o t h e r  v e r y  w e l l .

T h e  W W  i s  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  c a n  e n g a g e  w i t h  p e o p l e 
f r o m  o u r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y.  We  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  w e l c o m e  a n y o n e 
w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d .

community formation centred on jesus contemporary culture
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I n s p i r e  Wo m e n
h a v e  h a d  s o m e  g r e a t  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s 
o v e r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r.

We  w a n t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  G o d  a n d  s e r v e  w i t h 
i m p a c t  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y.  P l e a s e  p r a y  t h a t 
w e  c a n  f i n d  n e w  w a y s  t o  e n c o u r a g e 
w o m e n  o f  a l l  a g e s  t o  a t t e n d .  W h e t h e r  y o u 
h a v e  b e e n  a t t e n d i n g  E L C  f o r  1 0  d a y s  o r 
1 0  y e a r s  y o u  a r e  a l l  w e l c o m e .
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FOODBANK

S TA
T I S
T I C S

1822 people fed for our

26

Foodbank this year

1417 Parcels this year

Average of 28 per week

2500
Minimum volunteer hours per year:
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M i n u t e  W i t h  M a x
M i n u t e  w i t h  M a x  h a s  g r o w n  a n d  e v e n  w e n t  o n  t o u r  t o  L i m i t l e s s 
F e s t i v a l  2 0 2 3 .  We  b e l i e v e  t h i s  h a s  l o n g e v i t y  a n d  i t ’s  b e e n  s o  g o o d 
t o  s e e  M a x  g r o w  i n  h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  f a i t h  a n d  t o  s e e  h i s  m a t e s 
D e s h a w n  &  D a m i  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  M W M  t e a m .  I t ’s  b e e n  g r e a t 
f o r  o u r  S o c i a l  M e d i a  a n d  a  f r e s h  f u n  w a y  o f  s h a r i n g  J e s u s  w i t h 
p e o p l e  a c r o s s  o u r  d i g i t a l  p l a t f o r m s . 

F o o d b a n k
We  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  o u r  c h u r c h  f a m i l y  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d 
s u p p o r t  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  f o o d  b a n k .  T h a n k  y o u .  We 
w a n t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  o u r  Wa r m  S p a c e ,  t h e  f a c i l i t y  i s  u s e d 
m o s t l y  b y  o u r  f o o d  b a n k  u s e r s ,  w e  h a v e  s t i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  c o r e 
g r o u p  o f  r e g u l a r s  s o  w e  c a n  i n t r o d u c e  e x t r a  a c t i v i t i e s . 

G O I N G  F O R W A R D S



A  H u g e  T h a n k  Yo u  t o  e v e r y o n e  a t  E l i m  L i f e  C h u r c h .
I f  E l i m  L i f e  C h u r c h  i s  w h e r e  y o u  a r e  p l a n t e d ,  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t 
w a y s  t o  g r o w  i n  f a i t h  i s  t o  g e t  c o n n e c t e d  i n  S p a c e s  a n d / o r  t e a m s . 
P l e a s e  g e t  i n  t o u c h .

e n q u i r i e s @ e l i m l i f e c h u r c h . c o . u k


